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Windsor and Essex County left their mark on the   
Festival Industry at the Annual Ontario Festivals and 
Events Conference held at the Crowne Plaza in     
Ottawa March 4 to 7. At the Presidentôs Gala and 
Award Dinner Saturday night (which followed three 
days of training and educational seminars) six of our 
area festivals received Top 100 Awards and Shores of 
Erie Wine Festival brought home an Achievement 
Award for their 2009 Event Poster. They were also 
finalists in categories for Most Innovative Sponsorship, 
Most Innovative Partnerships, Best Merchandising/
Souvenir Idea and Community Involvement.  

Multi year recipients of the Top 100 Awards,         
sponsored by VIA Rail, went to Essex FunFest,     
Tecumseh Corn Festival and Shores of Erie           
International Wine Festival.   Morley Bowman, Canada 
South Festival Network (CSFN) Board Chair and 
Chairman of the Essex FunFest attended the         
Conference with nine other area delegates including 
Rita Ossington, Executive Director of the CSFN and 
Chris Ryan,    Executive Director of Tourism Windsor      
Essex  Pelee Island. 

ñNot all Festivals have to be large to have economic 
impact and it is great to have some of our long    
standing community festivals recognized for their 
achievements at the provincial level.  It is a great   
indication that even when times are tough we are able 
to produce quality festivals,ò exclaimed Bowman.  

Windsor International Film Festival, Carrousel of the 
Nations and Ruthven Apple Festival received the 
award for the second time.  Tony DeSantis from  

Ruthven Apple Festival, Manager of Community 
Relations with Community Living Essex said, ñWe 
are extremely proud to receive the award again. The 
organizers saw the impact of the designation on the 
ability to attract sponsors and guests. It is a true 
testament to the many volunteers of the region who 
make up the festival industry.ò   

Walt Metulynsky, Leisure Outreach Services,     
Windsor Parks and Recreation, was re-elected to 
the Festivals and Events Ontario Board of Director 
for a two-year term as Treasurer on the FEO      
Executive .  He will continue his work with the 
boardôs Portfolio in Education.    

More Than a Brown Bag Lunch  

Six Area Festivals  Receive Provincial Recognition  

Canada South Festival Network has presented two  in the ñ2010 Lunch ónô Learnò 
seminar series. The series is being developed and facilitated by participants working 
on the Networkôs Ontarioôs Job Creation Project and sponsored by the Essex    
Community Futures Development Corporation as a result of  expressed interest in     
current information on a variety of festival planning topics by the CSFN membership. 
 
The first, held on January 26 at the Essex Civic Centre, featured Karen Kahelin  of 

the Ontario Trillium Foundation.  As local programs coordinator, Ms Kahelin stressed the importance of   
collaborative projects and advised consulting her office prior to writing a proposal.  Trillium will be distributing 
$4 million designated for Essex-Kent Lambton, but she may be able to recommend another direction worth 
consideration in order to maximize success.  She also encouraged attendees to visit Trilliumôs new on-line 
registration site. With all applications going electronic within the next few granting cycles, it will be much  
easier to file. An organization must first fill out the one-time registration. Documents will be permanently 
stored in the system, thereby eliminating the need to send in multiple copies.                     (continued on  Page 3) 

Canada South Festival Network 

FEO 2010 delegates from Windsor/Essex County representing Essex Fun 

Fest, LaSalle Strawberry Fest, Carrousel of the Nations, Belle River 

Sunsplash, Shores of Erie Wine Festival, local band Greatest Hits Live and 

Paul Bonventre and Rita Ossington from Canada South Festival Network 
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Explore Windsor -Essex  
Your Guide to Festivals & Events 2010/2011 

Watch Your Step!  

From Ritaõs Desk      

 F U N  T I M E S  

The Canada South  
Festival Network is  
currently developing the 
2010/2011 edition of the 
Explore Windsor-Essex 
Festival & Events Guide.  
This full colour publication 
is the premier source for 
festival and event         
information  in the  
Windsor-Essex Region.  
It  has become the go-to 
place for event organizers 
and visitors alike.  

 
The 2010 Guide will surprise and delight with 
the wide range of activities taking place in 
Windsor-Essex County this year..365 days of 
music, arts, culture, heritage and more at your 
fingertips.  In addition, the guide will have 
advertorial features on attractions and  
organizations plus a preferred supplier  
directory and dynamic advertisements.  

The reconstruction of Pelissier Street from  
University to Wyandotte and Maiden Lane West 
has begun.  The Parking Garage and  
businesses are opened.  Work is  to be  
completed by November. The Canada South 
Festival Network, Office (right smack in the  
middle of the action!) is open. Drop in --hardhats 
and steel toed boots are optional! 

Much is changing and much more is expected from the festival industry in the support of  future tourism growth in 

Ontario. This was the strong message received from Minister of Tourism and Culture, Michael Chan when he 

spoke to the delegates at this yearôs Festival and Events Ontario Conference in Ottawa.  The Celebrate Ontario 

Funding will remain in place for another year with increased granting.  However the competition for the dollars is 

becoming very fierce and difficult to obtain. The demand for statistics and quantifiable results showing tourism 

impact has never been more important.  To this end the Network will continue with the assistance of the Federal 

Summer Student program to survey as many events this summer as possible.  We are working on a plan to be 

able to survey year round.  Through our seminars we will strive to provide organizers with useful tools for success 

and sustainability which is so important when going after grant funding. 

Much has been happening around the office too.  We have staff!!!!! Welcome to Laurie, Martin and Sherrie who 

have been with us for a few months working on the JCP project. Goodbye and best wishes go to Mary Jo, Mary 

and Rebecca who have all moved on.   

Lastly David Lenz is working on the new ñFestival Guideò but you need to pay to play. So get your memberships 

paid, if youôve not already done so. This edition is building on the strength of last yearôs  book and will prove to be 

useful.  It will also be supported by Facebook presence and its own Explore Windsor Essex Festival website.               

Distribution of 60,000 copies will begin in early 
May, listing all member festivals and events 
from May 2010 ï May 2011: dates, phone num-
bers and web sites.  
  
The Guide will also be available electronically 
at www.explorewindsoressex.ca and on  
Canada South Festival Networkôs web site 
www.canadasouthfestivals.com 
 
Advertising opportunities for the Guide are still 
available.  Please contact David Lenz for more 
information at 519-971-0950 or by email at 
d.lenz@canadasouthfestivals.com    

Mark your Calendar  

May 27th  

11:00 to 4:00  

Lunch ónô Learn 

And  

Annual General Meeting  

More information to followé. 

http://www.explorewindsoressex.ca
http://www.canadasouthfestivals.com
mailto:dlenz@canadasouthfestivals.com
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(continued from Page 1)   of documents with 
every  application.  For more information, 
please contact Karen Kahelin,  
5 1 9 . 7 3 6 . 2 8 3 9  o r  v i s i t 
www.trilliumfoundation.org  

Chris Ryan, Chief Executive Officer of 
Tourism Windsor, Essex and Pelee  
Island was also in attendance and gave 
an overview of the new  organization as 
well as an enthusiastic update on  
developments, especially as they include 
and impact the festival industry in the 
region.  More than forty representatives 
of 25+ organizations enjoyed lunch while 
receiving valuable information.  Winner of 
the special draw, a bottle of Colio       
IceWine, was Carol Bell of the Migrant 
Worker Community Program, while Ron 
Giles from Better World Today/Camp 4 
Compassion took home the gift basket. 
 
The second seminar, ñThatôs Festival 
Entertainment ò was fittingly held at the 
historic Capitol Theatre on March 25th. 
More than 30 attendees enjoyed lunch 
from The Black Kettle Bistro while       
listening to three informative speakers.   
 
Craig Brockie , Industry Relations      
Executive at SOCAN presented what he 
called ñSOCAN 101ò, covering performing 
rights and the licensing requirements.  
Craig fielded specific questions about 
SOCAN and applicable tariffs. He      
enjoyed the opportunity to speak to    
festival organizers  prior to their events 
and welcomes further contact at:  
BrockieC@socan.ca  or  
1-416-445-8700 ext 516.   
 
Mike Taylor , from the City of Windsor 
Parks and Recreation Department  has a 

great deal of experience with booking 
music groups and concerts, as well as, 
the local festival industry. He  
delivered information about booking  
entertainment for  festivals including 
working with amateur and professional 
entertainers, agencies, contract 
negotiation, performersô riders, stage 
management and border crossing  
documentation.  Mike shared a number 
of his experiences and anecdotes and 
brought along his collection of concert 
and event memorabilia.   
 
The third speaker of the afternoon was 
Paul Bonventre  of Show Time Systems. 
Paul is also the Production Manager for 

Canada South Festival Network and 
custodian of the Networkôs sound  
system.  He talked about available 
sound and lighting equipment available 
for CSFN members.  Paul stressed the 
importance of understanding technical 
riders in entertainment contracts,      
suggesting that a production manager 
should review it in order to prevent     
last-minute costly surprises.   
 
Watch for details on the next Lunch ónô 
Learn presentation, ñPackaging Your 
Festivalò which will examine working with 
other local hospitality providers to  
promote festivals as exciting tourist 
attractions. 

exhibit opening at the Francois Baby 
House Community Museum on May 9; 
the introduction of a souvenir cookbook 
featuring 84 recipes from over 20     
regions; and the presentation of world  
music, food, dance, arts and crafts at its 
Opening Weekend, June 11. The        
following weekends, June 18 - 20 and   
June 25 - 27 the Carrousel Villages will        
be operating  around the city.  
 
ñThe Carrousel is committed to holding 
true to our roots and remaining in the 
downtown core,ò said Kathleen Thomas, 
Executive Director, MCC. ñWeôve been 

The Multicultural 
Council of     
Windsor and 
Essex County 
(MCC) confirmed 
that the Opening 
Weekend of  
Carrousel of the 

Nations will be held at Riverfront Festival 
Plaza in downtown Windsor from  
June 11 - 13, 2010. 
 
The Carrousel will celebrate 35 years in 
the city centre with numerous activities 
including a commemorative museum 

downtown since our inception in 1975, 
and have always appreciated the   ambi-
ance that the community, downtown 
residents and merchants afford us.ò 
 
Carrouselôs theme ð A World of Culture 
ð is a fundamental objective of the 
event itself. Through the Carrousel of 
the Nations, the Multicultural Council of 
Windsor and Essex County strives to 
promote understanding and appreciation 
by way of ethno-cultural sharing,   
awareness and experiences. To learn 
more about the Carrousel of the Nations 
visit www.carrouselofnations.ca    

     Carrousel celebrates 35 years in downtown Windsor  

Canada South Festival Network  members enjoy a recent Lunch õnõ Learn 

mailto:BrockieC@socan.ca

