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Between Red 

Bull Air Races 

a n d  v io le n t 

storms, it got off 

to a roaring 

start, with action 

in Downtown  

Windsor, out at 

t he  LaSal le 

S t r a w b e r r y  

Festival, and unfortunately just one glorious day of Art in 

the Park.  Canada South Festival  Network was at all three 

events, and we suffered a bit of tent damage while stationed 

at òSummer in the Cityó on Ouellette Ave., but our summer 

students got armloads of surveys done and everyone seemed 

to be having a great time, before, during (!) and after      

torrential downpours.   
 

As a result of the dangerous flooding of Willistead Park  

Saturday night (June 6), organizers had to make the difficult 

decision to cancel Art in the Park for Sunday.  Thatõs too 

bad, for so many reasons, but with an all -time high         

attendance figure of 13,000 on Saturday, they were well on 

the way to setting new records.  Letõs hope for that success to 

continue in 2011.   
 

The 23 r d  Annual  LaSal le        

Strawberry Festival added a few 

new events this year: the Pie, Jam 

and Jelly contest, a 5km Run/Walk, 

and a Pancake Breakfast.         

Entertainment included British 

Beat 66, Fresh Horses (a Garth 

Brooks  Tribute act) and the styles,       

costumes and dance moves of 

òSuper 70õs Live.ó 

 

The Augustus Ballroom at Caesars 

was beautifully decorated to    

present the Dancing with the Local 

Stars Final Gala on June 11.  The 

Gala was a fundraiser for Better 

World Today Association, a non 

profit charity that promotes the 

bone marrow registry and works 

with families that have blood   

diseases such as leukemia.       

Congratulations go out to 1st Place 

Winners Jackie Regan & Ned 

Mladenovic; Noah Tepperman & 

Jenny Ingratta - 2nd Place and 

Janice Forsyth & John Salalila - 

3rd Place.  

Festival Season is Underway ñand itõs HOT! 

Carrousel of the Nations 

l a u n c h e d  i t s  3 5 t h               

anniversary, returning to 

Riverfront Festival Plaza 

this year, June 12 -14.  Big 

names like Ashley MacIsaac, 

Keiko Matsui, Thornetta 

Davis and Motown  Legend 

Martha Reeves were the 

headliners brought in by 

Artistic Director Alexander Zonjic.  The following two   

weekends provided a whirlwind world tour of the culture 

and culinary delights of fifteen different Villages around the 

city. It was another great job by the Multicultural Council of 

Windsor & Essex County and the thousands of volunteers 

who work so hard to help us celebrate diversity.  
 

The weather was wonderful on June 13 for the Pat Pagano 

& Essex County Bass Anglers Handicapable Fishing Derby 

at Assumption Park. Now in 

its 8 th  year, this fundraiser is 

put on by the Italian         

Canadian Handicapable    

Association to enhance their 

efforts to  foster friendships, 

s p o r t s m a n s h i p  a n d            

opportunities for persons with          

disabilities in the  community.  

Entertainment was provided 

by Music Express, Magic by 

Attila, two colourful giant 

walking fish, and guest  

speakers Italo Labignan and 

Clay Dyer.  Organizer Joe 

Ferrara said, òClay Dyer was the perfect individual to have 

at the event to lift everybody up with what heõs doing.  Itõs 

quite motivating.ó  (See www.claydyerfishing.com  for more 

information about this inspirational sportsman.)  
 

òThank you, thank you very muchó (couldnõt resist!) to Ellen 

Hope for once again bringing us the Windsor Elvis Festival 

June 26-28.  With classic cars on display in front of the 

Capitol Theatre, and dozens of òElvió mingling with the 

crowds, the weekend of tribute acts and memorabilia was 

enjoyed by fans of all ages.  òPeople who were new to the 

event were pleasantly surprised by the high quality of   

performances.  One man who attended the Gospel Show 

[Sunday morning] commented that it was the best Elvis 

tribute show heõd seen in 20 years,ó said event chair Ellen 

Hope.  She also stressed that these ETAõs (Elvis Tribute 

Artists) work hard at their art and do it in tribute to the 

King.  Proceeds from the weekend benefit Centres for    

Seniors.                                                             Continued on page 4  

FUN TIMES  

http://www.claydyerfishing.com


New Online Events Calendar!  

The office is abuzz with activity! This summer is proving to be one of the busiest the Festival 

Network has had.   David Lenz and the four OJCP staff have completed the Explore Windsor 

Essex Festival and Events Guide.  We have over 40,000 in circulation so far.  To date the five 

Summer Students have experienced torrential rainfalls, event cancellations, scorching heat and 

still captured over 1,500 surveys from festival attendees in the first 3 weeks of employment, in 

spite of it all. Welcome to the Festival Industry and baptism by Mother Nature!  
 

The survey program is again sponsored by VIA Rail. They have provided us with 2 first class 

passes for travel in the Windsor, Quebec Corridor.  We suggest festival guests look for us at all 

the member festivals and complete a survey for an opportunity to enter.  Each festival they  

attend and fill out a survey gives visitors more chances to win. You canõt miss the VIA table 

filled with our guides, VIA swag and future festival information.  The festival survey team 

should be placed in a high traffic area of the festival which allows for the best collection of    

results.   
 

Our Ontario Job Creation Project staff (OJCP) have been in full gear gathering and assessing 

information from the different event organizers, suppliers and volunteers.  This is the first time 

we have conducted the internal event survey and the information will prove invaluable to event organizing committees and will  help 

qualify the exit survey information as well as help them to finish the Festival and Event òTool Kit.ó 
 

Martin Heath, our òresident geekó has moved on to full-time employment. We wish him nothing but the best but we will miss his  

expertise.  
 

Work has begun on the ònewó stage at the Festival Plaza.  We bid a fond farewell to the òblue buildingó to make way for a beauti ful 

new festival, functional, stage building which will be ready for 2011 festival season on the water front . Not far behind wil l be the 

demolition of the temporary stage affectionately known as the òOnionó in order to complete the permanent Festival Plaza. 
 

Members, please keep in mind that we have office space for you to hold meetings; a limited number of 2 way radios for rent; a  sound 

system for rent and the print centre for many of your printing needs at membersõ prices. 
 

Finally......donõt be surprised if at a momentõs notice I have left town....it wonôt be for long.....just to welcome our first      

grandchild into the world. Iõll be back! 
 

Rita Ossington, Executive Director  
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The CSFN has developed and populated a new    

online events calendar .  The calendar is updated each 

week to show all of the upcoming events and festivals 

happening in the Windsor -Essex Area.  All member 

events will have a link to their  website which any 

person visiting the site can simply click on the link 

and it will take them directly to the member site.  Non 

member events will also be displayed (but no link will 

be available for them).  We are in the process of      

developing an online form on the CSFN website where 

organizers may fill out and update any event or     

festival information for the calendar.  In the meantime 

please email your event information to 

info@canadasouthfestivals.com  and put òInfo for 

events calendaró in the subject line. 

From Ritaõs Desk 

THE SOONER YOU BRING IN YOUR PROMO MATERIAL,  

 THE SOONER WE CAN START INCLUDING IT ON OUR DISPLAY TABLES  

AT ALL THE OTHER EVENTS WE ATTEND PRIOR TO YOURS!  

http://www.canadasouthfestivals.com/HTML/calendar.html
mailto:info@canadasouthfestivals.com?subject=Info%20for%20Events%20Calendar
http://www.canadasouthfestivals.com/HTML/calendar.html


Upcoming Festivalsé 
 

JULY  
 

Art Walk & Rockééééé..July 16-17 

www.walkervilledistrict.com   

 

BluesFest Internationalé.....July 16-18 

www.thebluesfest.com   

 

SunSplashééééééé..éJuly 16-18 

www.belleriverbia.com/node/247  

 

Emancipation Festivalé.July 30-Aug 2 

http://emancipationday.ca/  

 

AUGUST  
 

Eat your Cityééééééé.é.Aug 1-7 

www.windsoreats.com/eatyourcity/  

 

Windsor Prideéééé...ééé.Aug 3-8 

www.windsorpride.com  

 

Comber FairéééééééééAug 6-8 

www.comberfair.on.ca/  

 

Pelee FestééééééééééAug 6-8 

www.peleefest.com/  

 

Camp 4 Compassion FestééAug 13-15 

www.bwta.ca  

 

Essex Steam & Gas EngineéAug 13-15 

www.essexsteamandgasengine.com 

 

Leamington Tomato FestééAug 18-22 

http://leamingtontomatofestival.com/  

 

Art of Eating Food & Wine.....Aug 20 -22 

www.artofeatingtecumseh.com/  

 

FireFestéééééééé......Aug 21-22 

www.windsorfire.com/firefest  

 

Windsor Air Showééééé.Aug 21-22 

www.winairshow.com/  

 

Tecumseh Corn Festéé...é.Aug 26-29 

www.tecumseh.ca/residents/tourism -

and-events/corn-festival  

 

Art by the Riverééé...éé.Aug 28-29 

www.gibsonartgallery.com/id5.html  

Images From the First Half of the Festival Season  
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Downriver in Amherstburg, 

they were having a celebration 

of their own on Canadaõs 143rd 

Birthday. Festivities included 

complimentary children's 

games, crafts, and activities 

and the opportunity for all to 

witness an official Citizenship 

Ceremony.  Music, dancing, 

and black powder demonstrations led up to a magical firework 

display at dusk. As part of the festivities, the  Ice Cream Festival 

was held at Toddy Jones Park.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up next is Dragon Boats, Essex Fun Fest, Bluesfest,    

Walkerville BIA Art Walk and Rock, and the Belle River 

Sunsplash.  Canada South Festival Network is looking forward to 

more fun and summer sizzle at all the events taking place in    

Windsor and Essex County.  So, bring on more cake and ice cream!   

Check out our Online Events Calendar for all of the festival dates  

http://www.canadasouthfestivals.com/HTML/calendar.html  

 

Hopefully by now Maggie Durocher is taking a well -deserved 

rest after organizing the amazing Summerfest events.  Added to 

classic Windsor traditions such as the  Midway, Buskers, Tug 

Boat Races and of course the Target Fireworks, was the FMX 

Daredevil Stunt Riders Show, the Insurance Bureau of Canada 

Be Smart Be Safe Display and the New Summer Fest Uptown, 

four evenings of remarkable entertainment taking advantage of 

the outstanding acoustics at the Windsor Armouries.  The    

culmination of the eighteen day festival was the Canada Day 

Parade, this year trying out a new route along Wyandotte St. E., 

and for the first time ever featuring the Spitfires with the    

Memorial Cup and Joel Quenneville showing off the Black 

Hawksõ Stanley Cup together.  Windsor is up for hockey any 

time of the year! And cake.   

Our Festival members are familiar by 

now with the informative results     

obtained by the summer students we 

have on site conducting audience     

surveys.   This program is now in its 

10th  year and a team will be           

dispatched to every one of our events 

up until the end of August.   Results 

and reports will be available to festival 

planning organizations later in the 

season.  The Festival Survey is      

sponsored by VIA Rail and so each  

respondent will be entered into a draw 

for 2 first class Via Rail tickets for 

travel in the Windsor Quebec Corridor.  

 

In addition to the audience survey, 

which concentrates on tourism and 

economic impact, another team will be 

at each event to interview the vendors: 

food, souvenirs, service industry, etc.   

Vendors are approached only when it 

will not interfere with their sales and 

the brief questionnaire takes about five 

minutes.   So far, vendors have been 

very receptive, as they recognize the 

opportunity to promote their business 

through the network.   The general 

theme of the survey is: where are you 

from, what do you sell, and how do you 

find out about festivals or choose which 

ones to attend.  They are given        

information about Canada South     

Festival Network and encouraged to 

use this organization as a resource in 

the future.  

 

Information will be confidential and a 

report will be generated at the end of 

the season, with an overview of results.  

If CSFN organizations need any further 

information on the Vendor Survey, or 

would like to obtain a copy to preview, 

please contact Laurie or Joe at          

519 971-0950. 

Festival Vendor Surveys New This Summer  

Festival Season is Underway ñand itõs HOT! 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  
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